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A Chuck May Canvas Decoy – Part 1 
This tutorial is a tribute to Chuck May. 
Over the last two years I was lucky enough to be included with a group of carvers that gained 
entry into the world of Chuck May. Chuck and I talked about craftsmanship, paint techniques, that 
elusive patina, and generally shared our knowledge of this multifaceted art form known as decoy 
carving. We swapped decoys and talked about life on the Coast, and life in this day and age.  I 
sure made out on that deal.  
These photos are a glimpse of Chuck's masterful canvas decoy work. They were sent to me 
without commentary from Chuck, but each photo is worth a thousand words. I hope you are able 
to learn something from Chuck through this tutorial. I am grateful that I was able to learn so much 
from him when he was still with us.  
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